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A Terrifying Fairy Tale

There came an article in Berlingske Sunday Magazine September 24 with a sensational big-letter
topic Dragon’s Spies (Dragens Spioner), telling how thousands of Chinese spies are stealing
Denmark’s high-tech under the cover of students, guest researchers, and businessmen. The article
claimed that Denmark was in special threat posed by more than 2000 Chinese students here, and
warned the Danish people of the Yellow Peril (den gule fare) version 2.0 spreading all over Europe.

What a terrifying spy story! The article must have plenty of irrefutable evidence to support such
serious espionage charge on so many people, a reader would naturally think. Let’s put aside its
explicit racial prejudice at the moment, and take a look at what evidence it boasts. We tried so hard
to seek some concrete proof in this 6-page, some 3000-word article, and it turned out so difficult for
us to finally find two cases.

Poor Evidence, Poor Logic

Firstly, two photos were sent to a big Danish company by a Cyprus detective, and somehow they
found out these were taken in its factory in China. What’s on these photos? Who took them and
what were they used for? Do the photos contain any patented high tech? The article didn’t say — but
tried to indicate these were spy photos. Even if this is true, then how could this imply thousands of

Chinese students/researchers here in Denmark are undercover agents?

We skip this clumsy detective plot and move on to the next, memory about an incident 20 years
ago. A Chinese guest researcher wandered into another department and was fired — the company
could not even explain why they fired him. It would be absurd to accuse him for espionage only
because he appeared at the wrong place! Too bad the researcher didn’t choose to report to the
appeal board, or he would have a large chance to win the case. Again, how could this in-fact-said-
nothing story suddenly become proof that Chinese researchers are spying?!

Sino-Danish Relations: the Real Picture

Let’s forget about the further conjectures and exaggeration, and take a look at the real picture.
Stepping into the new century, the pursuit of peace and development is the theme of the present
world. The earth is becoming smaller and smaller a global village. The trend of globalization brings
about many things — more convenient travels, more business potentials, enhanced exchanges in
education and culture, and respect and tolerance between different peoples. Some are suspicious of
the challenges of globalization but many more embrace the opportunities it brings. China plays a




special role in the world’s development today, not the least due to its fastest growth rate and its
opening-up policy.

The relations and cooperation between China and Denmark today is the best in history. Just to
mention a few figures: bilateral trade of 25 billion Danish kroner in 2005, estimated 200,000
Chinese tourists & visitors to Denmark and 50,000 Danish to China every year, a total of 3,000
Chinese students studying in Denmark, etc. No doubt China and Denmark are both greatly
benefited from the enhanced cooperation. We are also more than happy to witness the ever more
friendly feeling towards China from the Danish general public in recent years, as well as the Danish
government and business circle’s strong will to further strengthen the political and economic ties.

China’s Attitude towards lllegal Copies & Industrial Spies
As we witnessed with enthusiasm China’s fast growth rate of 10% over the last two decades, we are
clearly aware that many things still need to be done, and many problems need to be dealt with. For

example, many Danes ask me, why the Chinese government doesn’t stop the illegal copies?

The thing is — Rome is not built in one day — and just consider China’s vastness! In fact, the
Chinese government and local authorities are doing their utmost to hunt down the pirate copies and
their producers according to China’s law on Intellectual Property Rights. In 2005, China has
concluded 9,380 IPR cases and detained 107,000,000 pirate copies of various types. On fighting
piracy China also needs support and assistance from foreign authorities and companies — if you
have a case about Chinese company/product violating IPR laws, please report to the Danish
authorities, or directly to the Embassy, the Chinese Ministry of Commerce or a court of law. We’ll
help you hunt it down.

Speaking of industrial spies, the Chinese government opposes any conduct of illegally obtaining or
sale of industrial / technological / commercial patents. Again, if you have concrete proof about
someone doing this — not something like the firing-a-poor-man-because-of-nothing story — please
come to the police, or directly to us. We’ll assist you under the Chinese law and bring whoever

involved to justice.

Racial Prejudice

What is this big story all about, I wondered aloud. To amuse readers on a Sunday morning? I wish
it could be that easy — but not after I noticed with much astonishment and indignation the abuse of
the Chinese national flag, and the use of this far outdated racial term den gule fare, the Yellow
Peril. The Chinese Embassy and the Chinese communities in Denmark strongly condemn these
explicit discriminative deeds towards China and the local Chinese, leading to hurt and defamation,

provoking strain and hostility.

Many Danish teachers and scientists told me they like Chinese students / researchers / employees,
for they are hard-working, intelligent, disciplined, and they never make trouble. Moreover, while no
student has been involved in the various stories mentioned — students do not study at factories — yet




suspicion is cast on every single Chinese student abroad. Without a single shred of evidence. You
may imagine how angry they are at this.

When fabricating a big story like this, when making groundless espionage accusations, when
distorting the national flag of another country and using racially provocative terms, one may want
to think again what he’s doing. He’s not only damaging his own reputation, that of the newspaper
who published it, but also the image of Denmark. By making it on the cover page, he’s trying
consciously or unconsciously, to provoke hostility against a specific group of people and to create
tension between two nations. We should never give that a chance.

A terrifying fairy tale

It is with great shock and disbelief that I read this article, as did my Chinese and Danish friends.
Sensational as it may sound, the absurd espionage charge is not based on facts, but prejudice and
speculations. Stuffed with outdated cold-war mentality and racist prejudice, it is so incompatible
with today’s world. A terrifying fairy tale. This is not the kind of article we expect from Berlingske,
a newspaper generally respected for its long history and serious attitude. Unfortunately, the ethic of
journalism is sometimes compromised by biased mentality of individual reporters, commercial
interest of the press, or simply the desire of self-realization in making a cover story. The Dragon’s
Spies (Dragens Spioner) is yet another case on this point.

Jin Zhijian
Spokesperson
Chinese Embassy in Denmark
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Mr. Jiang Bo
working in CommWyse A/S SCION-DTU as a Network Modeling Engineer.

1998 Sep. to 2002 July studied at Beijing University of Technology (B.Sc. in
Electrical Engineering)

2002 Sep. to 2004 Jan studied at Technical University of Denmark (M.Sc. in
Telecommunication )

2004 Feb. to 2005 Oct. worked as research associate at CICT ( Center for
Information and Communication Technology), DTU

2005 Nov. to present  working as Network Modelling Engineer at CommWyse
A/S
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